ISSN 0972-0073

THE ANTHROPOLOGIST

International Journal of Contemporary and Applied Studies of Man

© Kamla-Raj 2014 Anthropologist, 18(1): 211-216 (2014)
PRINT: ISSN 0972-0073 ONLINE: ISSN 2456-6802 DOI: 10.31901/24566802.2014/18.01.22

Copyright Violations, ‘Inspirations’ and Adaptation in Indian Films:
A Case for Cinema as Visual Anthropology?

Apurva Bakshi' and Ravi Kiran?

School of Behavioral Sciences and Business Studies, Thapar University, Patiala 147004,
Punjab, India
Telephone: '<91-175-2393135, 91-9888-211-770>, 2<91-175-2393133>
E-mail: !<abakshi@thapar.edu>, ><rkiran@thapar.edu>

KEYWORDS Films. Visual Studies. Intellectual Property Rights. Anthropological Information in Films

ABSTRACT The field of visual anthropology encompasses relationships between anthropology and visual media,
but its applications have been primarily limited to studying the visual manifestations and pictorial aspects of
culture as well as cultural behaviour of humans, and to the study of ethnographic film. Copyright violations and
‘inspirations’ refer to the unauthorized remakes and copies of western films that abound in the Indian film
landscape. The objective of this paper is to analyse the anthropological issues in the making of cross-cultural
adaptations and remakes, both authorized and unauthorized, in the Indian film industry. It does so by analyzing the
anthropological information inherent in, cross-cultural adaptations, and in various violating and inspired versions
of foreign films being made in India. By doing so, it seeks to establish a stronger conceptual association between
cinema and visual anthropology, thereby presenting a case for cinema as visual anthropology.
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